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Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony. 1 
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 April 1, 2019

 To: WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE, HAWAII STATE SENATE
  Senator Donovan Dela Cruz, Chair
  Senator Gilbert Keith-Agaran, Vice Chair

 Re:  HB 1416 HD 1 — SUICIDE PREVENTION COMMISSION — hearing on April 3, 2019  
 

 STRONG SUPPORT

 Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and members of your committee,

 Thank you so much for hearing this potentially life-saving bill.

 Twenty years ago, beloved local musician Mackey Feary ended his life in Halawa, while in the
 care of our Department of Public Safety. Every time I hear “Nightbird” and “Moon and Stars,”
 I think of that, imagining how much more beautiful Hawaii would be with Mackey still alive.

 Mackey’s suicide was not unique, nor is the enduring pain that it caused. Many other families
 also are suffering, and our collective grief cries for answers and solutions to a horrible problem 
 that in recent years has only grown. Whether this commission can provide these is unknown. 
 However, we owe it to our past, our present and our future to try.     

   Please pass this bill.  

 Mahalo nui loa.

                   Aloha,   
      

      Peter Gellatly

      Corrections Population Management Commission, 2004-2011
      Penal Code Review Committee, 2015   
 
 

pgellatly@mac.com  •  808.542.8880
PO Box 88022  •  Honolulu, HI  96830
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Comments:  

Mentally ill persons do not belong in prison.  They need professional treatment and 
safeguards. 
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Comments:  

HB 1416 HD1 establishes a Commission of experts to improve programs and conditions 
to help prevent suicides in Hawaii's correctional facilities and also submit a strategic 
plan to reduce the number of suicides. The Commission will include a majority of 
experts on suicide and suicide prevention and will be based in the Department of 
Health. 

Why are there so many suicides in Hawaii's correctional facilities? Could it be due to the 
fact that there are hardly any rehabilitation programs that would give hope to the 
inmates? Why can't an inmate expect to be safe from harm in prison? Why was Mr. 
Ibana, who killed himself in 2013, repeatedly raped while in prison? Is it surprising that 
he would want to kill himself? 

We know that 95% of inmates will be released into the community eventually. I am sure 
that you know that our prisons are severely lacking in rehabilitation and reentry 
programs that will support inmate development and help them become productive 
citizens when they are released.  Wouldn't it be cheaper and more effective to invest in 
rehabilitation and reentry programs in the community than have high rates of recidivism 
that increase the cost to Hawaii's taxpayers? 

Hawaii will become famous for it's high and increasing rate of suicide, and it seems 
clear that the Department of Public Safety is incapable of making the situation better.  

We need new people with a new vision of how to incarcerate inmates. This is what the 
HCR Task Force was tasked with. HB 1416 HD1 is based on one of the HCR 85 task 
force recommendations.  

Please pass HB 1416 HD1. 

Mahalo. 
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Comments:  

I strongly support this bill too many people are dying in our prisons and there needs to 
be accountablilty, We are not taking are of thsoe in the system that need help 

thank you Cathy Tilly 
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Comments:  

The number of suicides in the correctional system are alarming. I urge you to pass this 
bill. 
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